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The Chairman's Bit
" .. . A Celebration to Remember ... "
The idea to organise an event to celebrate the 50 th anniversary of the publication of The Lord
of the Rings was mooted several years ago. I can remember it being discussed at The Plough
& Harrow hotel, the location for the 1998 annual general meeting. We felt that this event
should be held in Birmingham and subsequently Trevor Reynolds and myself visited both
Aston and Birmingham Universities. Aston was chosen due to the fact that it was more
centrally placed for attendees to get to and far more compact that the Birmingham campus.
In time the 2005 organising committee started to be formed and had its first meeting in
February 2002. At that meeting we laid the groundwork for what was to become the
wonderful event we all enjoyed in August.
As time went on from that first meeting, the committee grew to accommodate the various
different aspects of-the event. We wanted it to be accessible to as many people as possible
and set about bringing together a programme, which hopefully would interest attendees aged
from eight to eighty (maybe even younger and older). As Tolkien 2005 approached the
committee's enthusiasm grew as the programme took shape. We had an exceptional guest
list, a range of performances from the serious to the humorous, an Art Show of exceptional
quality, a wide range of papers and panels offered and this was only a part of what was
finally presented at Tolkien 2005. Regrettably Brian Sibley and John Howe were unable to
attend due to work commitments, but sent the following messages.

As a result of overrunning work schedules and with great regret, I am now unable to
be one ofyour guests. I wish I was with you because I know you are going to have an
exciting and stimulating time. I am most disappointed as I was looking forward to
sharing in this very special and important celebration and I send sincere greetings
and fond good wishes to my fellow Tolkien enthusiasts.
Brian Sibley
For the Birmingham event, I'm afraid it looks like I won't be able to attend; just too
much work. Hope you have a wonderful time.
Yours,
John
Of course the days leading up to August 11 th were full of last minute problems, but these
were overcome and the five days that we had been preparing for for so long had finally
arrived and I had the pleasure of welcoming you all to Tolkien 2005 at the Opening
Ceremony. After the many years of work to organise Tolkien 2005 , the five days flew by and
I was conducting the Closing Ceremony. All the work the committee had put into Tolkien
2005 was shown to be well worth the effort as those of you who were at the Closing
Ceremony gave us a tremendous standing ovation. This is something I will always remember
as the emotion I felt then is still with me when I think back on it. For me it was certainly a
celebration to remember.
This souvenir book will contain reviews previously published in The Tolkien Society
bulletin, Amon Hen. I would like to close by thanking all those who gave their time to help
before, during and after the event, those who have sent us photographs which make this
souvenir book possible and all of you for just being there.
Chris Crawshaw

Publicising Lo(kien 2005: Lhe Roc\d ½oes eveR On
by Ian Collier

The publicity work for the conference started, as you may have guessed, several years before
the event itself. Originally I'd had a letter about the proposed conference from Trevor
Reynolds and as well as expressing interest in going I thought I might add publicising it to
my role as Publicity Officer for the Tolkien Society.
Publicising the event was a doddle in the early days, we just tacked a notice about it
onto the membership leaflet/flyers that we handed out at other events like Fun At Mill, or put
notices in Amon Hen , or the Society's website. Additional text was included in adverts that
ran in SFX and other magazines and a Call for Papers was circulated within academia by Bob
Davis and I sent one out to the big name film and Tolkien websites like TheOneRing.net and
TolkienOnline (as it was then). Later on dedicated flyers were produced for events, such as
the Brussels Tolkien Festival, and these featured book covers to make them more colourful
and less text heavy. It helped too that other committee members had made provisional
arrangements with Alan Lee, Ted Nasmith, John Howe, Tom Shippey and Brian Sibley as
then some of that text would be eye-catching and appealing in almost any colour to Tolkien
fans .
As the event got closer TS work and 2005 work became harder to juggle, luckily
Emma Stuart came up to help out; so even though I couldn ' t find anyone to take TS Publicity
off of me at least the load was lightened as Emma took on the work of sending out flyers,
postcards and the like. And we ' d now added colour postcards to the TS publicity range and
these too now carried text about Tolkien 2005. With Pat & Trevor Reynolds, Christine
Davidson and all the others signing people up at events we now often had dedicated 'desks'
which would carry flyers as well as taking people' s bookings - all good publicity to those not
yet in the know. My thanks for all their work to all the people who helped with that, and my
apologies if this repeats other passages in this book.
Just before the start of the event itself life became a little manic, as being the TS
contact person, the many UK radio (mostly local BBC stations) and newspaper journalists
that wanted to talk about it came direct to me: the perk of being easy to find, I guess, but also
a sign that all our previous press releases hadn 't gone unnoticed! So I fielded about 40 calls
for interviews or information. Luckily with the radio stations they usually wanted someone
local so I could call other TS members and ask them to talk to radio about the event. It did
mean a few early mornings for me trying to do a piece to air by phone before work, and one
slightly embarrassing one at work - where I had to pre-record talking about Tolkien, Lewis,
Worcestershire and the Malvern Hills in response to points made by someone who would
later go to the places and record their side of it again (while I was talking from a grotty office
in Wolverhampton). Then we had journalists from the Daily Telegraph and the Guardian
who turned up on the Friday and Saturday to talk to some people, take in a paper or the
programme and get some photographs, and compared to some reports on Tolkien fans their
pieces weren't too bad. The BBC did cause some embarrassment though with their selective
use of the word 'asian' which meant that the very kind lady from Hawaii (I'm terribly sorry
but I've forgotten your name), who offered to be interviewed didn't meet their Indian-centric
criteria.
And with the event over that was almost it, as given how successfully the week had gone I
had to do a post-event press release, including a comment about costume-obsessed media and
Alex Davidson' s wonderful line:

"The Tolkien Society had no sleep, the Tolkien Society needs no sleep!"

So that was it apart from expressing my thanks to those of you who helped either by handing
out flyers or talking to people before the event, or who talked to journalists and
photographers at the event. Or was it?
Not quite. As of course in 2008 we had the Tolkien 2005 Proceedings to publicise so the tag
line had to be:

"837 pages, 98 papers, 95 authors, two volumes, one very good conference!"
Then in January 2009 a copy of the 2 volume set was presented to the City of Birmingham,
for all its citizens and Tolkien scholars to have free access to - via the city library, and the
presentation was accepted by the Lord Mayor, Councillor Chauhdry Rashid. This event was
very kindly arranged by Councillor Mick Wilkes, the Chairman of the Birmingham Tolkien
Group, and the presentation party were myself (Tolkien Society & 2005 Publicity), Rowena
Sayer (2005 Guest Co-ordinator), Mick & Viv Wilkes (Birmingham Tolkien Group & Shire
Productions), Dave Corby (TS, BTG & Middle-earth Weekend organiser), and Stevie Prior
(Friends of the Shire Country Park). After a round of introductions there were tea and cakes;
with some discussion of the 2005 event, the link between Tolkien and Birmingham, and the
possibility of future events in the City - especially their new library building. There was a
short speech from the Lord Mayor and then Rowena presented the 2 volumes of Proceedings
to the Lord Mayor, who duly presented them to the head of the city library, and then a
member of staff in the Lord Mayor's Parlour took photographs.

Reception at the Council House
For a number of us who were in Birmingham ~n
Wednesday 10th August, Councillor John Hood, the
Lord Mayor of Birmingham, and his wife, Jean, hosted
a reception at the Civic Offices to meet Tolkien 2005
delegates from as many different countries as possible.
After spending the day setting up and dealing with
problems at Aston, it was a time for some of us to relax
and enjoy a very pleasant evening. After Councillor
Hood and the lady Mayoress had greeted everyone, we
were treated to a buffet and received a bookmark and a
commemorative pin bearing the Birmingham crest. We were then taken on a tour of the
wonderful building, which began with a photograph of all present being taken on the main
front stairs. Councillor Hood was first elected to the council in 1993 and has stated that: "It is
a great honour to be Lord Mayor and I look forward to promoting Birmingham, its people,
industry and culture, wherever I go".

Back roH':
Andrew McMurry (TS European Representative), Fernando Careaga Sanchez
(Mexican Tolkien Society), Marcel Biilles (German Tolkien Society), Cllr. John Alden
(Cabinet Member for Leisure, Sport and Culture), Trevor Watchorn, Harm J. Schelhaas
(Unquendor, The Dutch Tolkien Society), Trish O'Leary.
Second row: Meggy Fernandes (Portugal), Jean Chausse (France), Ian Collier (TS Publicity
Officer), Rene van Rossenberg (Unquendor, The Dutch Tolkien Society and Tolkien 2005 Eurozone Booking Agent), David Isgrove (Moseley Forum), Rhona Beare, Christine Davidson
(Tolkien 2005 Booking Officer), Richard Crawshaw (TS OwP and Tolkien 2005 Venue
Liaison, Timetable Co-ordinator & Web Master), Alex Davidson (Tolkien 2005 Video Coordinator), Cllr. Michael Wilkes.
Third row:
Rowena Sayer (Tolkien 2005 Guests Co-ordinator), Karen Elizabeth Stober
(USA and Silver Trumpet player at the Opening Ceremony), Christopher Kreuzer (Tolkien
2005 Progress Report and Programme Booklet Editor), David Bratman (USA & Mythopoeic
Society), Trevor Reynolds (TS Membership Secretary), Junko Abe (Japan), Sally Kennett (TS
Secretary), Pat Reynolds (TS Archivist), Anke Collier (Tolkien 2005 joint Costume
Extravaganza Co-ordinator).
Front row:
Chris Crawshaw (TS Chairman and Tolkien 2005 Chairman), Cllr. John Hood
(Lord Mayor of Birmingham), Jean Hood (Lady Mayoress), Joanna Tolkien.
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Edition the 1st. Wednesday afternoon
About the News
News will be written from time to time, as
dictated by the passage of time and the
insistence of the Committee.
Pat Reynolds, whose supervisor fondly believes
that she is typing up her research on Dutch
buildings in colonial contexts will be found in
room 510, editing the next edition.

If you want an announcement made in a
newsletter, or want to contribute pictures,
stories about Tolkien 2005, restaurant reviews,
or any other news, please submit these at the
Conference Office - room 510. I'm afraid we
don't give you a big shiny PRESS badge - but
you do get the opportunity to see how Pat will
misspell your name in print!
News will be pinned up around the venue after
it is printed. Please do not take the News as a
souvenir - we're going to sell bound copies or
something.

Programme changes , errata and so
on (the bit you really need to read!)
We are delighted to announce that Verlyn
Flieger will be reading an extract from her
forthcoming essay on Smith of Wootton Major
at Friday (2.00pm, room G63). This will replace
her advertised paper on Tolkien the Modernist.
The abstract for Rhona Beare's paper
Influence of climate on my th: Tolkien 's theory
and practice (Friday, Room 652, 3-4pm) was
inadvertently left out of the programme
booklet: Here it is:
The Greeks thought that the Olympian gods
had defeated the giants and would reign for
ever. The Icelanders thought that the gods,

and the men who were their allies, are still
fighting the evil gods, and will event u ally be
defeated and killed (like Balder) ;
nevertheless, the gods are in the r ight, a nd
the heroes who help them are to be admired .
Similarly Beowulf, who fights ogres and a
dragon, is to be admired, though he a s well
as the dragon is killed.
Some think Icelandic myths and Anglo-Saxon
poetry are full of gloom and fatalistic
•
hopelessness, which is the natural result of
the dark cold climate. Tolkien admires the
Icelandic belief in the value of doomed
resistance, but he agrees that climate
accounts for the difference between Icelandic
and Greek myth. His Noldor resemble the
Norse gods, with human allies.
Further Programme Book errata: small
problems with space and time

The map of Floor 6 on page 37 is missing both a
border line and Lift A Despite appearances,
the lift is there and there is a corridor leading
to Cafe Largo. The corridor does not have a
wall missing. At least we hope not.
The contents page says that "Thursday
Morning" is on page 13. In fact, there is no
programme on Thursday Morning, and page 13
correctly says "Thursday Afternoon" , which is
what the contents page should h ave said. If
you spend the rest of Tolkien 2005 feelin g that
you are short of time , a~-re~lly could u se
some extra hours asleep or in lectures, this is
why.

msliin.1 you a.1reat Jolkien .2005"
m

t the editor

A large print version of this newsletter is available: please ask at The
Conference Office: room 510.

Wednesday 10th July 2005

The event proper began on August 11 th with Registration. This was admirably organised by
the Tolkien 2005 Booking Officer, Christine Davidson. Several people manned the desk
throughout the day, while others gave out "goodie" bags, which also contained the all
important programme book. At times the registration desk was incredibly busy and I have
nothing but praise for those who coped with the influx of delegates.
During the afternoon a few papers were presented in the main lecture theatre, with a theme of
Tolkien and War. Tom Shippey and John Garth also took part in a panel relating to this
theme. Other papers were presented in the large flat lecture room, the first of two Heroes
streams.
The afternoon also saw the Dealers' Room and the Art Show open. The latter, set up by
talented artist Mike Johnson, had a wonderful display of art and craft, with pictures from
numerous artists including our guests, Anke Eissmann, Tim Kirk, Alan Lee and Ted Nasmith.
The exhibition also contained samples of costumes, Maggie Percival ' s "Elwing" and my own
"Leaf by Niggle". There was also beadwork, jewellery and silk painting in fact so much it is
hard to remember everything. The Dealers' Room, which as usual for a Tolkien Society
event was organised by the ever-ebullient Malcolm Lindley, contained a vast array of items
for sale guaranteed to empty most peoples' wallets. Both the Dealers' Room and the Art
Show were open throughout the event.

News
liein:J a twice - or tli'rice - aailj liucljet ef.tcurrilou.t li'ear.tay,
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Edition the 2nd Thursday Morning
Change of Venue for Costume
Extravaganza
Costume Extravaganza and the rehearsals
have been moved to the Guild (no time
changes).

Asian voice needed

Lakeside Late
The reception desk and entrance to
Lakeside closes at 10pm: your swipe card
works the gate (which is in the middle of the
path between the two sides of Lakeside).

BBC Asian Network would like to interview
someone with an Asian heritage .... please
contact Ian Collier at the Conference Office
(room 510). Ian has 18+ radio interview
requests that are not specifying ethnicity,
too!

Attention Hobbits! (And other
peoples who want to eat!) Change of
Dinner time and Tuesday Breakfasts
are not missing
Thursday dinner is from 5.30 - 7.30pm, to
enable people to eat before the Opening
Ceremony.
Please don't worry about missing Tuesday
breakfast tickets. Your editor is assured
that while there are no tickets for breakfast
on Tuesday, the excellent coffee, fruit,
cereals and hot considerations.

Readers needed
Please volunteer to read a paper by
someone who aren't able to attend at the
last minute, but would still like their
presentation to be part of Tolkien 2005.
Please come to the conference office (room
510).

Delegates from around the world
welcomed to Birmingham by the
Lord Mayor on Wednesday evening
Internet access
If you are resident on campus, you can sign
up to the keysurf internet service for
wireless broadband, or keytalk telephone
service (further details at Conference Office).
Free web access at public libraries

!i;reetin:J.t.from Jofkien .2.005

A large print version of this newsletter is available: please ask at The
Conference Office: room 510.
Thursday 11th July 2005

News
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Edition the 3rd Thursday Afternoon
Farmer Giles of Ham - new time
for Friday
Farmer Giles on Friday will be at 6pm, not
6.30pm.

Sorry for the Pea-green issue 2
The red didn't work ... This has nothing to
the political leadership of Birmingham City
Council, but the Editor wishes to apologise
to the Lord Mayor!

Tolkien's Boyhood in
Birmingham

Overheards
Security guard, watching Male load up the
forth van-sized trolley of sales goods: "you
got a tardis in there???" (He didn't see the
newsletter editor's Lupo: a tiny Volkswagen
with L-space where other cars have boots).

Still having problems with space
and time?
A reminder about how to use the
Programme Booklet: to find out what time
an item is and where it is, you will need to
refer back to the timetable grid.

A Warning about Oxford
Oxford, while close to Birmingham on many
maps, is a fair way by coach. Please ask at
the conference office if you have any
concerns about either the length of journey,
or the amount of walking that will be
involved at the other end.

A Warning about Birmingham
Birmingham City Library (Floor 6,
Chamberlain Square, right in the centre of
Birmingham) has timed an exhibition to
coincide with Tolkien 2005. Opening
Times: Monday 09:00 20:00 Tuesday
09:00 20:00 Wednesday 09:00 20:00
Thursday 09:00 20:00 Friday 09:00 20:00
Saturday 09:00 17:00 Sunday Closed all
day. The exhibition runs until 2nd
September. The researcher and
co-ordinator, Maggie Burns, will be
presenting a paper on John Suffield (Friday,
9am-10am, Room 652).

"Rumour has it that the Bullring Shopping
Centre is visible from Aston University.
Look for a big silvery building. Up close,
part of it is covered in discs and looks like a
UFO. Famous architecture. Apparently."

About the News
Would you like to edit the news? It's very
easy. You just go and remind the editor that
she still has 12,000 words to write about
bricks.

A large print version of this newsletter is available: please ask at The
Conference Office: room 510.
Thursday 11th July 2005

News
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Edition the 4th later on Thursday Afternoon

Ella van Wijk

Programme Change

Christine Davidson urgently needs to speak
to Ella van Wijk. Please see her at
Registration this afternoon.

Judith Klinger "To Bear this Burden:
Frodo's resistance to the ring" moved from
Thursday 16:30 to Saturday 12:00, room
517.

Opportunities!
Gophers and other volunteers are needed to
• distribute the newsletter
• bring reportage and photographs for the
newsletter (sorry, we don't give you a big
shiny PRESS badge) - but you do get the
opportunity to see how Pat will misspell
your name in print!

Lost and Found
Found at Registration: a set of car keys (at
Registration at the moment, in Conference
Office after Registration Closes.

Further Birmingham tour
There will be an additional unofficial tour (for
everyone who missed registering) of
Birmingham - please contact Obi Wan
Bagginess at the Opening Ceremony, or via
the Voodoo Board to fix a time, or sign up at
the Conference Office.

Further Oxford tour
There will be an additional unofficial tour (for
everyone who missed registering) of Oxford,
too - again, please contact Obi Wan Bagginess
at the Opening Ceremony, or via the Voodoo
Board to fix a time, or sign up at the
Conference Office.

Still having problems with space
and time?
After using various lifts with red doors, your
editor has eventually found the red sky lift.
An experience not to be missed. But not
repeated. Fortunately, other lifts are
available.

Newsletter
print
schedule
Newsletters are
printed 2 or 3
times a day. If
you have "stop
press" news,
the editor will
go to press ....
filling the gaps
with pictures.
If the Newsletter Editor is off at a
paper/performance/looking for cider, there
is a box by her computer for you to leave
your contributions.

cbrin!Jin!/ you allthe news Jol#en .2005
m t the editor

A large print version of this newsletter is available: please ask at The
Conference Office: room 510.

Thursday 11th July 2005

News
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Edition the 5th: yet later on Thursday
Afternoon
Access all areas?

Signs and portents
You can happily ignore the notice in the car
park that says "no unauthorised overnight
stays" - this does not apply to Tolkien 2005
(The Tolkien Society is Authorised!!!)
Anyone of a nervous disposition can give
their name to Security inside the Aston
Main Building.

Please be considerate of the needs of others:
please let "Electrical Eggs" go into
programme items first , and don't sit on
seats reserved for them (if the event is full,
but there are 'Electrical Eggs seats left.
these will be made available by the Room
Steward) .
If you are a speaker, moderator or room
steward, please make sure that you have
read the additional guidelines in the
Conference Office (Room 510).

Burne-Jones Fans
Jessica Yates invites fellow 2005ers who are
not going to Oxford to meet her in the
ground floor foyer at 1.30pm, to join her in a
visit to Burne-Jones paintings and
stained-glass in Birmingham in Art Gallery
and churches (returning c, 5.30). Please
meet in the foyer. Please bring lunch or buy
en-route, and be prepared with walking shoes
and rainwear. This is not an official 2005
event, and visits at other times are possible.

Stewarding Schedule
The stewarding schedules are pinned up and
kept in the Conference Office (room 510).

Overheards
"It's a slug, not a UFO!"

Wrong Badge!
Someone is wearing the wrong badge (it's
been a long day on Registration,,,) If your
name starts with An, please check your
badge and return to the Conference Office
(Room 510 as soon as possible)/
Could Andrew Carry please contact
Registration.

Attention Hobbits! A good place
to eat!
The on-site pub, The Sack of Potatoes, offers
very good food at very good prices (cheap!)
Food service ends at 7.30pm Please
contribute further food reviews.

J!Jrin,yin3 you allthe news Jolkien .2005'
~

tthe editor

(who has lots of funny bits from an instruction
book for US servicemen in 1942, but no space)

A large print version of this newsletter is available: please ask at
Thursday 11th July 2005
The Conference Office: room 510.

The Opening Ceremony
Tolkien 2005 was officially opened on Thursday evening when
we tried to get as many people as possible into the Students
Guild. Regrettably the venue wasn't large enough to hold
everyone, but was the largest venue available due to the fact
that the main hall was being refurbished and was therefore not
available. The Opening Ceremony began with the quote "It
was a story that grew in the telling". Rowena Sayer read a
short passage from The Return of the King relating to the sound
of
silver
trumpets as
Gandalf and
Pippin
, arrived
at
Minas Tirith. Karen Stober then played a
trumpet fanfare specially composed by
Robert Gans for Tolkien 2005. Councillor
Michael Wilkes then welcomed everyone,
on behalf of Birmingham City Council, to
Birmingham.
After introducing and
thanking both the Tolkien 2005 committee
and the guests we were privileged to have
The Tolkien Society Vice President, Miss
Priscilla Tolkien, welcome everyone on
behalf of her family.

!

The ceremony closed with Rowena reading the first verse of The Road Goes Ever On.

Farmer Giles ofHam
After a short interval the guild then hosted
the first of two presentations by Shire
Productions of J.R.R. Tolkien' s Farmer
Giles of Ham adapted by Viv Wilkes. It was
a lively production with the whole cast
appearing to be thoroughly enjoying
themselves. Some of the performers really
stood out: Steve Parsons as the parson (yes
Steve Parsons did play the part of the
parson) was excellent, Steve Wilkes was
suitably depressed as the blacksmith and his
brother, David Wilkes made a very good
Chrysophylax. David actually played his part even though he was suffering from a painful
visit to the dentist. That's what I call dedication.

Cast in order of Appearance
Garm the Dog
Giant
Farmer Giles
Agatha
Parson
Blacksmith
Miller
King
Court Scribe
Chrysophylax

Jim Lee
Graham Comley
Andrew Rowley
Kay Charnroo
Steve Parsons
Steve Wilkes
Phil Lovell
Phil Prior
Mick Wilkes
David Wilkes

3 Young Dragons

Knights
Villagers

Martin Brookes
Darren Jones
Beryl Oakey
Martin Brookes
Darren Jones
Carol Foster
Kathlyn Lovell
Helen McCarthy
Mary McCarthy
Beryl Oakey
Edna White

Production Team
Director
Stage Manager
Properties
Prompt
Lighting
Sound
Backstage

Vivienne Wilkes
Graham Comley
Diane Shirley
Ann Yorke
Students Guild
Vivienne Wilkes
Ray Yorke

Stage adaptation by Vivienne Wilkes
For those who did not seen Farmer Giles of Ham, there was the opportunity to hear Nils Ivar
Agoy speak on "Why is Tolkien so popular" followed by Verlyn Flieger with "On Fairy
Stories The Hinge between The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings". For those who enjoy
singing and reading their favourite Tolkien passages a Telerin Evening was organised in the
large flat lecture theatre. Of course if none of these was to your taste there was always The
Sacks of Potatoes across the way. Unfortunately the proprietors of the said Sacks did not
believe us when we told them that there would be a need for large quantities of their
beverages and consequently sold out on more than one occasion.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -- -- - - - - - - --

----

-·

-

TOLKIEN COACH TOUR AUGUST 2005
a report by Bob Blackham
The tour set off from Aston University at 2.00 on the Friday afternoon with around 50 people
and headed out of the city straight to Sarehole Mill in
Hall Green, on the way passing the site of the proposed
Ent statue in Moseley Village by Tim Tolkien. After a
short tour of the mill it was off on foot to see 5
Gracewell Cottages, Tolkien's home from 1896 to
1900, and to travel through Moseley Bog, believed to
be the root of the Old Forest, where we lost a Canadian
- luckily there were no Ores about that day: we did get
him back.
We rejoined the coach and travelled down the edge of
the now Shire Country Park, then to Moseley and
King's Heath. From there we headed off to the Lickey
Hills via Boumville, passing Selly Manor Museum that
was standing in for Bag End, being a Tudor period
timber framed building, as is the real Bag End.
At the Lickey Hills we all left the coach to get stunning
views of Worcestershire and the Misty Mountains (The Malvern Hills) and in the other
direction Birmingham and had we had an elf with us we could have seen Aston University.
Back on the coach we travelled to Rednal to Fem Cottage where Mabel Tolkien lost the fight
with diabetes in 1904 and sadly died.
Returning into Birmingham we passed Birmingham University where Tolkien had been in
hospital in 1916 and the current site of his school: King
Edward's in Edgbaston. Then to the two towers: Perrott's
Folly and Edgbaston Waterworks; The Ivy Bush public
house; The Oratory; the Plough and Harrow; and
Highfield Road. Then back to Aston for around 6.30pm well, we were a little late getting back, but you know what
it's like when you're having a good time.

News
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Edition the 6th: Friday Morning
Proceedings
Have you sent your paper to Sarah Sturch, the
Proceedings Editor? If you are without email
access, you can bring a cd/disc/stick to the
Newsletter editor.

Food and Drink
Consumption of food and drink is not
a llowed in some areas (for self-evident
r easons). If you need to eat or drink for
medical reasons, please see Christopher
Kreutzer ("Electrical Eggs").

Tolkien Statue planned for
Birmingham
20 ft statue planned to celebrate JRR:
Tree beard striding on carpet of leaves in
Moseley, complete with 2 hobbits (JRR and
his brother Hilary as children). Designed by
Tim Tolkien!
You can have your name/family/
Society/friends on a leaf. See stall, leaflet in
goody bag or go to
www.moseleystatue.org.uk. Book or leave
details.

Ore Talk
An unofficial tour (e.g.

those being organised by
J essica Yates and
Obi-Wan Baggins) are
unofficial. This means
they are nothing to do
with Tolkien 2005, and
not covered by us legally.

Still having
problems with
space and time?

\ Opening Ceremony

Mythic literature offers ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ . 1
you some helpful suggestions:
Programme Change
a) Take an extra roll at breakfast, and leave
crumbs behind you (DOWNSIDE: birds)
Thomas Fornet-Ponse "Different Concepts of
b) Take a thread and tie one end to your
Evil in The Lord of the Rings" will be at
wr ist , the other end to somewhere you want
Sunday afternoon at 5, room 644 (from
Monday at 2).
t o get back to (DOWNSIDE: minotaurs)
c) Ta ke every left turn (DOWNSIDE: good
~
the editor
stuff will happen just to your right).
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·E dition the 7th: later on Friday Morning
Stewards and Gophers needed!
URGENTLY!!!!

Due to an air strike at Heathrow, many
stewards have not turned up - please
come to the Conference Office if you
can take an extra turn!

Videos
Once the rest of the day's timetable is over,
we will be transforming the Warren Lecture
Theatre (Room 652) into a cinema. For those
of you with the stamina to stay up til 3am,
we will be showing Peter Jackson's movie
trilogy (extended version) over the next
three nights.
Tonight at llpm-The Fellowship of
the Ring.
Come along and enjoy these films in their
full extended cut on the big screen. Who
needs sleep, anyway?
Firstly, apologies to anyone kept waiting by
yesterday's technical problems -thanks for
your patience. I am pleased to announce
that the video programme is now in full
swing. Here's today's schedule.
Friday's video room timetable:

12:00pm - The Origin of the Rings
An in-depth documentary exploring
Tolkien's inspiration, featuring interviews
with members of the Tolkien family
1:10pm -Bakshi's Lord of the Rings cartoon

See the original film incarnation of Tolkien's
masterwork (well up to Helm's Deep,
anyway)
3:30pm - The Two Towers with Director's
commentary
Peter Jackson's extended cut of the film
featuring comments from the director and
writers - find out why he changed your
favourite bit.
7:15pm - Some extras from the Two Towers
disc
Find out more about how the tale was
brought from book to screen
7:40pm - Closed - Sorry! I'd recommend
you go and see the Reduced Silmarillion
company in G63
9:15pm - The Trouble of the Rings- The
Towers
A LotR spoof from our friends in Russia. In
Russian, but with English subtitles, and
well worth the read.
10:15pm - Closed
Rm 517 will be shutting up for the day, but
come along to Rm652 for the first of our
late-night LotR cinema shows - don't forget
to bring some popcorn.

cl!Jrinsins you more oftli'e new.Y

JromJo/ki,en .1.005'
~

the editor
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Edition the 8th: Friday Afternoon
Stewards of the Evening
Stewards for evening events need to collect
their badges before the Conference Office
closes (7pm) and return them the following
mor mng.

The room 652 stream on Sunday afternoon
has a slight temporal disruption. Wolfgang
Penetsdorfter will speak at 16,00 (not
14.00) and Miriam Glasser will speak at
14.00 (not 16.00).

Library Exhibition

The eagles are arriving!

Yes, the exhibition is on the sixth floor of the
library. Ignore the librarians, and head on up!

The thespians would have you know that
you should not be alarmed if you see an
eagle this afternoon. They also cordially
invite you to join them this evening at 8pm
(The Reduced Silmarillion Company are
very popular - be there early to be sure of a
seat! - Ed.).

Middle-earth Collectable Card
Game (MECCG)
Wolfgang Penetsdorfter volunteered to hold
an introduction to MECCG which
unfortunately did not make the programme
book. If you would still like this to happen,
please contact Wolfgang via the Voodoo
board.

Lost and Found
One T2005er has lost her meal tickets.
Many T2005ers have lost their badges:
please try not to do this! If you find a badge
without a person, or anything else without
an owner, please bring it to the conference
office.

Sign on!
In addition to the guest signing in the foyer,
t here will be occasional signings in the
Dealers room.

Wedding Notice
The editor has been reminded that Sarah
Sturch and Andrew Wells announced their
banns many years ago, and have been
happily married for a significant length of
time. Proceedings contributions should
be sent to Sarah
Wells. Many
apologies, ed.

~ and

Cl/Jl, o,1iio-,n,

6a1Ji 6a4UUuie/4
co-editors

Marjorie Burns, Saturday 10.30 - 12.00
Henry Gee 2.00 - 3.00

Timetable Swap
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Edition the 9th: later on Friday Afternoon
Further Wedding Apologies
The editor would like to apologise for
suggesting that Andrew and Sarah Wells
celebrated their wedding by eating a golden
dragon. It was, if course a green dragon.

Musical treats
''Which story, I wonder?" Said Gandalf a
paper by Michael Scott Rohan on Saturday
13:00 - 14:00. He will be will be presenting a
paper in Wagner, Tolkien and the Ring
Lesser Known Tolkien Music: Michael will
also be playing and discussing music
inspired by Tolkien later that day
(19:00-20.00). Both events are in room 517.

Newsletter distributed?
Are you finding newsletter where you want
it? If not. please let Conference Office know
where you want to see it.
Plans for sale of collected newsletters (with
issue 2 in full colour!) are being developed.

Lost and Found
Andy Armstrong (Lord of the Tech) has lost
the black rubbery bit off the end of a
microphone - could anyone finding it bring it
to the conference office?

Alan Lee - sketchbook signed
here

Apologies for anyone alarmed by news of a
strike at Heathrow. It is the kind of strike
that involves withdrawal of labour. Swiftly
followed by dis-employment of said labour.
And aircraft grounded due to subsequential
lack of in-flight meals. Latest news from
the BBC website printed out at the
conference office. Airlines affected: mostly
BA, but also others including Quantas,
Finnair and Sri Lanka Airlines: contact
numbers on the printout in the Conference
Office.

John Garth: Visions of War
John Garth's paper unfortunately was
advertised with the incorrect title: it really
is: Visions of War in the Dead Marshes.

Weather Forecast
Today is partially cloudy, max 20°
Tomorrow (Saturday) will be sunny
showers, max 18°.
Sunday and Monday will be much like
today. Tuesday will be sunny and 22°.
~currifou.s ne-w-.s i.s in .short .supply

r!Jl5dt, the editor
(From an instruction book for US servicemen
in 1942: most people eventually get used to
English weather. Even people from Texas.
However, your editor observes that many
English people do not )

Alan Lee's latest book - The Lord of the
Rings Sketchbook is for sale for £20 in the
Dealers Room - and Alan will be signing 11 12.30, Saturday in the Foyer.

Heathrow
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Tithe Edition: Friday Evening
Urgent Urgent Urgent I can't
begin to explain how utterly
urgent it is with the force of
urgency which Monty expressed
it to me ....

Amnesty

Please volunteer to be a steward.
We were expecting stewards to
cover every slot. But many of
them have not arrived!

Models Wanted!

Merry will not track you down and exact a
terrible revenge (a dance which involves great
pain and little rhythm) if you return her
dance ribbons! (Leave them at the
Conference Office)

Four models are needed for the Costume
Extravaganza: please contact Mike Percival
asap.

Tech stewards are needed too! Being a tech
steward may involve switching a minidisc
recorder on and off, operating a slide
projector, etc.

Internet Cafes
Found via Froogle: no guarantee of service:
Net Adventure Cyber Cafe 68-70 Dalton Street
(cross subway under James Watt, and Dalton
Street is on your left).
The Orange Studio 7 Cannon Street
Truly Everything Pavillions Shopping Centre

Photographs
We have a reader that can take data cards for
most digital cameras: please bring us your
photos!
We have found that the card reader also
writes data cards: we can therefore write the
news to Braille reader/writers.

Lost and Found
Found: a very pretty button in room 570 - at
Conference Office.

Staff Voodoo
There is now a voodoo board for STAFF
inside the Conference Office. Please check
it!

~ .$Currilou.$ neW".$ l.$soodneW".$

{!j,l{Jt, the editor
(From an instruction book for US servicemen
in 1942: do not talk to English people about
Large Things. They don't have any.)

A large print version of this newsletter is available: please ask at
The Conference Office: room 510.
Friday 12th July 2005

REVIEWS
LoO-~ien 2005 'IkroU.!fIi 'Itallan E!feS
A report of the event of the year by Raffaella 'Nienna' Benvenuto

Our 'long-expected party' has been over for just about a week, but the memory of those
wonderful five days is still fresh in my mind. It's a sad fact of life that everything must come
to an end, but this just leaves you looking forward to another event of the same sort, even
though not on the same scale. That would be too much to ask of the people who worked for
five years to bring Tolkien 2005 to life, and who went out of their way for five days in order
to allow the 700-odd participants to enjoy it in the best possible way.
One image in particular sticks in my memory: the red eyes of Richard Crawshaw, crying
(whether from relief or from sheer emotion, we'll probably never know ... ) during the closing
ceremony on Monday afternoon and putting paid to the enduring stereotype of the cold,
unemotional English. In any case, I felt very grateful towards all the members of the
organising team, those 'angels' that dedicated so much time and effort to the creation of an
event which was at the same time scholarly and humorous, intellectually challenging and
entertaining.
I arrived at Aston on Thursday afternoon, after a flight made rather unpleasant by constant
turbulence. Although I usually travel on my own, this time two other members of the Rome
Proudneck Smial, Roberto (aka Balin) and Lorenzo (aka Soronel), shared this unforgettable
experience with me. Getting there was for me a sort of trip down memory lane, as eight years
ago I had stayed at Aston when writing a MSc dissertation for the same university. As I
walked down the streets of Birmingham towards the campus everything came back to my
mind, and I enjoyed the experience of being in the same place for a completely different
purpose.
At registration I saw the first familiar faces, although I was practically a novice of TS events.
Some of the people I'd met last year at the Brussels event, in particular a few members of the
Greek Tolkien Society, were there to greet me as a long-lost friend, and their warm welcome
made me feel as if I'd somehow come home. After all, aren't we Tolkienists a sort of big,
happy family?
At first I felt somehow dazed, and the
sheer amount and variety of happenings
on offer just boggled me. There was just
too much to do! Lectures, slide shows,
plays, games... Cliched as it may sound, I
really felt like a child let loose in a candy
shop. On Friday morning I had the same
feeling when first visiting the Dealers'
Room. So many books, so little time ...
Most of all, it was the fear of getting too
much extra weight in my suitcase that
prevented me from buying another four
or five books besides the seven or eight I
had already bought.

The days went by in a whirlwind of activity. When
I woke up in the morning I usually felt I'd slept way
too little, but at the same time couldn't resist the
pull of what was waiting in the now-legendary
Rooms 063, 517, 570, 644 and 652 of the imposing
Aston Main Building. We soon learnt to manage
the labyrinthine corridors, as well as learning where
to find water, soft drinks, coffee and (of course!) the
indispensable toilets. We also learnt to rely on the
ever-present room stewards and not to make their
job impossible by jumping queues and such
objectionable behaviour. Most of the rooms were
adequate, but not always large enough to hold the
number of participants who had converged there for
a particularly interesting session.
Here I'm
referring especially to Alan Lee's presentation on
Saturday afternoon, when the queue outside Room
652 got so long that the artist offered to a repeat
performance on Sunday morning.
Now I don't think a day-by-day report would be any fun to read, so I'll just limit myself to
mentioning a few of the highlights of those memorable days. A top moment for me was
when I met Tom Shippey face to face at the signing on Friday morning. Even though it's not
immediately evident to those who know me, I tend to be rather shy, so I felt a bit
overwhelmed when I stood before him in the Foyer. Since I've been working for the past two
years as editor and supervisor of the Italian translation of The Road to Middle-earth, I felt as
if Tom had somehow become part of my life, and seeing him in the flesh just brought my
hidden shyness to the surface.
Obviously Shippey' s presentation was
top-notch, as were Verlyn Flieger' s.
These two outstanding Tolkien
scholars have vastly different speaking
styles - with Shippey being more of an
entertainer (the audience kept laughing
at his quips) and Flieger more
classically 'academic' - but both were
riveting and held the audience captive.

Unfortunately, not everyone could match their
communication skills, which are essential even when
dealing with a highly interesting topic.
Some
presentations (including my own) were also plagued by
technical problems, such as slide projectors deciding to
stop working when they were most needed... However,
most of the presenters knew how to overcome the
difficulties that Murphy's Law has taught us to look
upon as inevitable.

I attended a large number of presentations every day, some of them so impressive as to be
worthy of special mention. Ty Rosenthal's treatment of the relationship between Tolkien and
the Arts and Crafts movement, accompanied by a remarkably good slide show, was utterly
engrossing even though the projector didn't start working until halfway through the
presentation. The session about Tolkien and ancient and modem fantasy literature, organised
by the Austrian Tolkien Society, was an outstanding example of excellent treatment of the
subject by people who, by their own admission, were not academics but rather 'simple fans'
(if there is any such thing) keen on expanding their knowledge of Tolkien's sources and
influence. And, of course, I can't refrain from mentioning the translation session on Monday
morning, which included my own presentation (with the invaluable collaboration of Balin,
who had left the talking to me) on place-names in the Italian translation of LotR. It went
down quite well indeed, as everybody present had been wondering for some time about the
lack of Italian contributions to the debate on the translation of Tolkien's works.
In my opinion, however, two of the real highlights of the whole event were dramatic rather
than academic. First, on Friday night, the Greek Tolkien Society performed Doom and Fate,
a magnificent piece bringing together the tragic tales of Turin Turambar and Oedipus Rex.
The members of the Society did a sterling job, although most of them had had no previous
formal training as actors, and they also managed the English text wonderfully well. Then, on
Sunday morning, when many participants had already begun to leave and most felt somewhat
sleepy, the Cambridge Tolkien Society offered us a two-hour performance of selected
highlights from the BBC 4 radio adaptation of LotR, which they had performed in its (almost)
entirety on June14 in order to raise money for the National Trust. Needless to say, it was an
absolutely stunning experience, as witnessed by the long standing ovation at the end. Frodo's
farewell at the Grey Havens even brought tears to my eyes! As I belong to a small Tolkienbased drama group in Rome, I found both performances extremely useful to gather new ideas
for our own activity.
Being an art buff, I could not
miss the Art Show, where I made
of Anke
the
acquaintance
Eissmann's beautiful work.
I
simply loved her flowing lines
and use of muted colours
(reminiscent of Alan Lee's, but
very individual at the same time),
which bring Tolkien's world to
life with an understated elegance
miles away from the brashness
and sensationalism typical of
many 'fantasy' illustrators. I also
loved the Tolkien-inspired beaded
jewellery and embroidery on show, as I'm something of a crafter myself - although not on
the same level as the exhibitors!
As I said before, in Birmingham I really felt like I was part of a family. It was great to meet
so many people who share a common interest and don't care about the snide comments of the
press regarding those odd people who like to dress up (I actually don't) and can't adjust to
reality. Such comments seem to be an inevitable feature of any Tolkien convention, but in
this particular case I found them particularly mean-spirited and unmotivated. Only a small
minority of the participants wore costumes during the event, and Saturday night's Costume
Extravaganza was both witty and tasteful. Those who accuse Tolkien fans of taking
everything too seriously should have seen the two girls impersonating "The Coarse 'Ers of

'Umber" - a wonderfully funny take on
Tolkien's world, as was the Lady Ond6riel with
'words of greeting written on their sleeve'!
Being hopeless at writing conclusions, I'll just
end this report by saying that everything was
over too soon...
But I'm already looking
forward to the next one! How about celebrating
the first 70 years of The Hobbit in 2007?

RepoRc: Colk1en
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by Murray Smith
Though I've been a member of the Tolkien Society since 2002, and was at the Oxonmoots of
2003 and 2004, enjoying both immensely, I was quite stunned by Tolkien 2005, taking about
a week after my return to Dublin before I got back to normal. A combination of late nights,
early mornings, so many fellow fans (750 from 34 nationalities, as I later learned), and so
many events over five days, had an effect that I will not forget. It was a heightened sense of
what happens at conventions; that what happens there is 'normal', and everything else outside
is 'abnormal'.
For a while, you forget everything else; and your perspective is completely skewed. This
happened for me at Tolkien 2005, in a more heightened way than before.
I came early to the convention on Wednesday, the day before it officially started. The
Committee had already set up the registration desk; and, as I had volunteered to be a steward,
I helped out a little before checking into my accommodation in the Laurence Tower.
Aston University Campus I found very interesting. While many of the buildings were
pleasantly clad in red brick, they were scattered around in
no obvious pattern; and it was difficult at first to find my
way around. As distances weren't too far, I didn't mind
much. A nice surprise was the Chancellor's Lake, with 1114 roosting Canada Geese. I would often see them eating
grass near the pond and hear their honking.
Next to it was the Lakeside Conference Centre, where we
fans went to eat our breakfast and dinner. I was pleasantly
surprised by the catering arrangements. Not only was there
plenty of food; it was of good quality, and contributed
greatly to the conversations between fans. I certainly met
and talked to many at mealtimes.
The same thing happened when I was stewarding. The
duties were not too onerous, and often enabled me to meet
and talk with people. In terms of fellow fans I met, while I knew some of them from
Oxonmoots past - those of the Greek Tolkien Society always being a pleasure to meet - there
were many, many new faces.
As well as Brazilians, Mexicans, and others, there were members of a group I hadn't heard
about before: the Tolkien Section of the Silesian Science Fiction Society, a group of Poles
who produce a twice-yearly journal 'Aiglos'. This year, they did a special edition in English,
which I found very good value for money, having very nice artwork, articles, and reviews.

The articles dealing with the Polish translations of The Lord of the Rings and on Tolkien
fandom in Poland were quite a revelation to me.
The Main Building, where almost all the events took place, was an interesting challenge, for
all us fans who soon learned to negotiate the long corridors on two floors to get to the toilets,
buy food, drink, and merchandise in the Dealers' Room, watch videos, see the art displays, or
hear the presenters in Rooms G63, 517, 570, 644, and 652.
The events (including my own) were such that there were sometimes up to three or four
streams of them, catering, it seemed, to every kind of taste a Tolkien fan could want. It was
no wonder that the Committee admitted, by the closing ceremony on Monday, how tired they
all were.
While most of my time was spent on the campus,
I managed to get into Birmingham City Centre,
and see the Museum and Art Gallery, being very
impressed by, among other things, the PreRaphaelite paintings there. I also managed to get
to the Bullring Shopping Centre, and St. Martin's
Market.
In terms of some of the events that made an
impression on me, first was the opening
ceremony, attended by Priscilla and Joanna
Tolkien, where Priscilla spoke of the 'awe' at
seeing so many attendees. Second was the lecture by Danish academic Arne Zettersten, also
attended by Priscilla and Joanna, 'Tolkien as I knew him', full of his reminiscences of
Tolkien, first as a scholar, in terms of collaborations with him, later as a friend .
Third were two events on Friday night. While I laughed at lot at 'The Reduced Silmarillion',
which had Silmarils as cans of beer, and Ulmo portrayed by an inflatable penguin, that, good
as it was, was only the comic prelude for 'Doom and Fate', the Greek Tolkien Society's
spectacular dramatisations of the last part of the 'Nam i Hin Hurin' and of part of 'Oedipus
Rex'. That performance was of a very high standard, and the highest point of the convention
for me. I would later end up boring many people, telling them that they missed something
very special!
Fourth was the costume extravaganza on Saturday night, which was very impressive, my
favourites being the costume of Elwing the White, designed and modelled by Maggie
Percival; the costume of Yavanna, designed and modelled by Suzanne Dwilles; and the
Coarse 'Ers of Umber.
Fifth was the International Readings of
the Ring verse, on Sunday evening, the
Ring verse being read in over 30
languages. Also that evening was the
Guests' and Stewards Party, followed
by watching the extended version of
Peter Jackson's The Return of the
King, which brought forth from the
audience some very unacademic
comments! I didn't see it all; feeling
very tired and needing some sleep to
give my lecture, I left for bed.
I had spent time over my own lecture, on the origins of the Stewards of Gondor, which I gave
at 11.00 a.m. on Monday, the last day. I was glad to see that about 50 people turned up, and

that the lecture was well received, there being six questions and me talking with a few people
afterwards. Among the compliments, one person said that I was 'quite distinct'., despite
going at speed, which I was glad to hear. Afterwards, I felt very tired, had to make a
strenuous effort to stay awake, and must apologise to Zainab Thorp for not paying enough
attention to her talk on teaching Elvish.
The closing ceremony was great though sad, it being quite a wrench to leave and go back to
my 'normal life' . As I said before, it took me about a week to recover from the effects.
The news coverage I saw of the convention from two of the U.K. 's national newspapers was
interesting. The Daily Telegraph and The Guardian, on 12 th and 13 th August respectively,
both went in for half page articles and colour pictures. While the pictures were, inevitably at
conventions, of the people in costume (a small minority in reality, except at the costume
extravaganza), The Guardian at least made an attempt to take us fans seriously. (I got rather
annoyed at Neil Tweedie of the Telegraph patronisingly calling us 'Ringies', as if we were
frequent phone users!)
I have to thank all those fellow fans I talked to, both those I met before and those I met for
the first time. Christine and the Committee deserve an incredible amount of gratitude from
all us fans, for organising such an event so far in advance, and in ensuring that it ran
smoothly. I hope that they all had a great sense of achievement, and a well-deserved rest!

As-con 2005
or

A Long Weekend in Mor-door
a report by Lyn Wilshire

First there was I 992, and those who were there know how good it was, but those that weren't
are tired of hearing about it. Then there was Aston 2005 and it was just as eagerly
anticipated, for itself and also by the latter for the opportunity to say: " I was there, and it was
good". Well , I was there, and it was good. Very good in fact.
Of course it wasn't in Oxford, but for Tolkien connections Birmingham has to be
second best, especially in the light of the hard work the City is putting into The Shire Country
Park and the Tolkien Centre, but it does beggar the question - will the next Big Event be in
Bournemouth or Bloemfontein? Either way I look forward to it already.
Those readers who have read my ramblings in the past will know I am one of those
members who go on at great length about the 'Fellowship' aspect of TS membership and
Aston didn't disappoint. There was ample opportunity to spend time with old friends and, of
course, new people to talk to and friendships establish. We had no plans to enter the
masquerade, but saw an ad by a Swiss group who needed 'models' for spare costumes. We
volunteered and ended up on the stage as Sam and Bilbo with Frodo, played by Leilani, a
lovely lady from Honolulu with whom we exchanged email addresses (in 1992 it was snail
mail addresses!).
This time I made it more interesting for myself by bringing along my daughter, Lucy.
Although Lucy has visited an Oxonmoot in the past and already knows many of the members
this was, technically, her first time, and I wanted her to enjoy herself as much as I did in
1992. Whether she did or not I should not say, but she went home exhausted and happy and
boring everyone at home to death about it all, so no different there! She did meet lots of new
people, and exchanged email info, so the tradition goes on.

Highlights were too numerous to mention, and lowlights - too few to bother with.
Well, except for those doors! The push ones are ok, I can 'bum' them open and pull the
wheelchair after, but for the pulls I was reliant on help. And that brings me to my
penultimate point. Lucy and I extend our very grateful thanks to everyone who helped us
over the weekend. Inadequate words for our heartfelt gratitude for the willing cheerfulness,
with which everyone opened doors, moved chairs, lifted, and even adapted their workshops to
accommodate us.
The committee worked incredibly hard to make Aston the success it was. I am more
aware than most how hard those feet are paddling under the surface to present that serene
exterior. The weekend was a credit to you all, so when is the next one?

Dr. Rhona Beare
Rhona first read The Hobbit whilst at school and The Lord of the
Rings at Cambridge. In fact she read it, including the appendices,
through three times straight. Whilst at Exeter she wrote to Tolkien
and was lucky enough to receive a response (see The Letters of JR R
Tolkien). She became Assistant Lecturer in Classics at Westford
College, University of London and then Lecturer in Classics at
Newcastle University, New South Wales, Australia. While Rhona
was in Australia she wrote some articles on Tolkien and Charles
Williams for Myth/ore. She also translated Tolkien's Songs for the
Philologists and hunted out the tunes.

Julian Bradfield
Julian grew up in Kent, joining the TS at the age of 15. While at school,
he self-published A Dictionary of Quenya, and then continued his
linguistic interests by being assistant editor and then editor of Quettar.
He read Mathematics at Cambridge, where he was a founder member of
the Cambridge Tolkien Society. He then in 1987 moved to Edinburgh
for doctoral work, where he has remained ever since, and is now
Director of the Laboratory for Foundations of Computer Science. Sadly,
the requirements of modem academic life leave no time for any real
work in Tolkien studies, though he still runs the oldest email list devoted
to Tolkienian linguistics.

Patrick Curry
Lives in London and lectures at Bath Spa University College. He is the
author of (among other books) Defending Middle-earth: Tolkien, Myth
and Modernity, published in the UK by Floris Books (~ardback) and
HarperCollins (paperback) in 1997. It has just been republished as a
paperback with a new Afterword in America by Houghton Mifflin.

Colin Duriez
Publications include The Inklings Handbook (with David Porter), Tolkien
and The Lord of the Rings, J.R.R. Tolkien and CS. Lewis: The Story of
their Friendship, and A Field Guide to Narnia. Currently he's working on
two new books. Colin has appeared as a commentator on Tolkien on the
Extended DVDs of The Two Towers and The Return of the King and as a
commentator on C.S. Lewis on the recent PBS nationwide broadcast On
the Question of God (on Lewis and Sigmund Freud) in the USA

Anke Eissmann
Illustrating Tolkien has been Anke's passion ever since she
read The Lord of the Rings for the first time in 1992. In recent
years she has exhibited her Tolkien-inspired watercolours at
Oxonmoot and meetings of the German Tolkien Society, as
well as galleries in Germany. Some paintings are also part of
the international exhibition "Images of the Middle-Earth". She
studied Visual Communication at the Bauhaus University in
Weimar, Germany, graduating in 200 I, and Graphic Design at
the Colchester Institute in Colchester, UK, where she
completed her BA (Hons) degree in 2003 with creating an
illustrated edition of the Old English epic poem Bemrulf.

Verlyn Flieger
Specialist in myth studies and comparative mythology; a
professor at Maryland University, teacher, author and public
speaker. Author of a range of books on myth and Tolkien,
including Splintered Light: Logos and Language in Tolkien 's
World, Question of Time: JRR Tolkien 's Roto Faerie and
Tolkien 's Legendariurn: Essays on The History of Middleearth (co-edited with Carl Hostetter).

Christopher Garbowski
Christopher Garbowski is associate professor at the Department
of English at Maria Curie-Sklodowska University, Poland. His
special interest is narrative art and values. He has written two
books: Krzysztof Kieslowski 's Decalogue Series ( 1996) and
Recovery and Transcendence for the Contemporary Mythmaker:
The Spiritual Dimension in the Works of JRR Tolkien (2000). In
200 I, Christopher was the guest speaker at The Tolkien Society
Annual Dinner

John Garth
John Garth is the author of Tolkien and the Great War: The
Threshold of Middle-earth (HarperCollins and Houghton Mifflin Co,
2003), winner of the Mythopoeic Scholarship Award for Inklings
Studies in 2004. He has delivered papers on Tolkien at conferences in
Britain and abroad, was guest speaker at the Tolkien Society annual
dinner in 2004, and talks about Tolkien in National Geographic's
2001 Beyond the Movie documentary and on the extended DVD
edition of Peter Jackson's Return of the King. He is a member of the
review panel of Vinyar Tengwar, which publishes Tolkien's
posthumous papers on the invented languages of Middle-earth.

Tim Kirk
Tim Kirk illustrated the 1975 J.R.R. Tolkien Calendar for
Ballantine Books. He is a five-time winner of the Hugo award
for science fiction and fantasy art. From 1980 to 2001 he was
employed as a designer for Walt Disney Imagineering, and was
instrumental in the conception and realization of several major
theme park projects, including the Disney-MGM Studios in
Florida, and Tokyo DisneySea, which debuted in September
2001. In 2002 he, along with his brother and sister-in-law
founded Kirk Design Incorporated, specializing m museum,
restaurant, retail and theme park work.

Alan Lee
Artist known worldwide for his illustrations of many of Tolkien's
books, including the 1992 Centenary edition of The Lord of the Rings.
The last few years have seen him as one of the conceptual artists for the
film adaptation of The Lord of the Rings. As a student he concentrated
on the depiction of Celtic and Norse myths and has remained fascinated
by mythology throughout his career. Alan has also illustrated such
books as The Mabinogion , Castles, Merlin's Dreams and of course The
Hobbit. He was also awarded the Carnegie Medal for his illustrated
edition of The Iliad. The last few years have seen him as one of the
conceptual artists for the film adaptation of The Lord of the Rings.

Ted Nasmith
Architectural renderer and renowned Tolkien artist, Ted Nasmith has
illustrated the recent edition of The Silmarillion as well as an
impressive number of Tolkien Calendars including the 1992 Tolkien
Centenary one and the three The Lord of the Rings calendars from
2001 onwards. He has been interested in Tolkien since about 1970,
having first read The Lord of the Rings as a student. Ted was the
guest speaker at the 2003 Tolkien Society Annual Dinner.

Michael Scott Rohan
Well-known and popular fantasy author with an interest in Tolkien. He
is the author of the Winter of the World series as well as a number of
non-fiction books. His varied interests include playing with longbows,
archaeology, palaeontology and singing. Michael was a member of The
Tolkien Society in its very early days and was the guest speaker at the
1999 Tolkien Society Annual Dinner.

Tom Shippey
Road to Middle-earth and JRR Tolkien: Author of the Century. Tom
has been the guest speaker at several Tolkien Society Annual
Dinners, the most recent being 1991 where his talk was the
inspiration for the Digging Potatoes, Growing Trees series of Peter
Roe booklets published by the Tolkien Society

Viv Wilkes
Amateur drama producer and scriptwriter. Writer and producer of a
number of plays based on various of Tolkien's works, including The
Hobbit for the 1989 Birmingham Centenary Celebrations, which with
the permission of the publishers, was a charity production presented
on several evenings out of doors at Sarehole Mill. Viv also adapted
and produced Farmer Giles ofHam for the 2001 Tolkien Weekend.

Drama Workshop
Viv Wilkes
The Drama workshop looked like great fun as can be seen by the pictures.

Thanks to Viv Wilkes and Kay Chamroo for running these very popular workshops.

TIii ltlDUflD tllMARllllON fOMPANY
Orodreth, vaguely: Well hello then, I'm the king
you know, and you must be ...
Turin: Agarwaen son of Umarth!
Orodreth: Ah yes, the bloodstained, son of ill-fate,
good, good.
Faelivrin enters stage L}
Turin: Who's that then?
Orodreth: That's my beautiful daughter, Faelivrin.
Finduilas: Finduilas to you!
{Narrator picks up Ulmo}

Narrator: But Ulmo set in his heart to depart from
the land of his fathers, for he had chosen Tuor as the
instrument of his designs.
Tuor: That's nice
Ulmo: Find Turgon, and look upon the exceedingly
hidden city of Gondolin.
Tuor: Oh fine, that'll be nice.
(Voronwe enters stage Land meets Tuor}

Voronwe: Oh Tuor, think not but that thou shalt
again one day see thy desire; arise now, and behold, of old have I heard whispers and sayings,
said in secret amid the weariness of thralldom, concerning a place wherein the Noldoli might
be free, could they find the hidden way thereto.
Tuor: What are you talking like that for?
Voronwe: Sorry, that's from the 1916 Reduced Lost Tales Company; we haven't got round
to rewriting it yet.
Tuor: And what were you trying to say?
Voronwe: Oh, Ulmo sent me to guide you to the exceedingly hidden city of Gondolin.
Tuor: That's nice.
(Turgon enters stage R, wearing crown. ldril enters stage L, wearing blonde wig.}

Turgon: Welcome to the exceedingly hidden city of Gondolin. No mortals, traders or
circulars allowed. I'm afraid we're going to have to kill you.
Narrator: In that hour, all that heard the voice ofTuor marvelled, for his words were the
words of the Lord of Waters.
Ulmo: The curse of Mandos now hastes to its
fulfilment. Depart! Go down Sirion to the sea.
Turgon: Oh, sod that. How about just settling down
and marry my daughter ldril?
Tuor: That's a nice surprise.
(Jdril & Tuor exit stage L}

ldril: Oh, that's nice.

Narrator: Out of the pits of Angband, there issued winged dragons that had not before been
seen. So sudden and ruinous was the onset of that dreadfu l fleet that the host of Finarfin was
driven back, near to destruction. But there was Earendil and about him were gathered all the
birds of heaven, and Thorondor, Lord of Eagles, was their captain .. .
{ Finarfin turns and looks at the Narrator}
Narrator: Oh bother ... no eagles!
Finarfin: That' s a bit of a downer.
Morgoth stops throwing darts. Morgoth and
Balrog hit Finarfin over the head with Grands.
Morgoth gets unopened Silmarils from stage R. All
sit down facing audience.}

{Morgoth, to Finarfin}: No hard feelings. Have a Silmaril.

Cast List
Matthew Vernon
Matthew Reid
Matthew Woodcraft
Mark Waller

Faelivrin, Finduilas, Voronwe, Idril, Finarfin,
Turin, Turgon, Morgoth
Orodreth, Tuor, Balrog
Narrator, voice of Ulmo
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Edition 11th: Saturday Morning
Award for Best Duck

Thankyous

Despite the lack of eagles, the Reduced
Silmarillion Company has a special award
for avian contribution to Tolkien 2005:
awarded to Ulmo the Penguin.

Lyn and Lucy want to say thank you to
everyone for helping them. They would buy
you a drink, but the Sacks of Potatoes would
run dry - so you will have to have a hug
instead.
The editor wants to say thank you to the
man who switched the printer on (*blush*).

Overheards
A comment that roughly translates as
"There is not enough tartrazine in British
eggs".

The Coffee 'n' Cream Chip Shop will be open
on Sunday, lunchtime and 6pm onwards.
Despite the name, they also do pizza.

"She's pickypickypickypicky." (this
comment, which sounds like a lesser spotted
woodpecker, is obviously not aimed at your
editor, who due to a damaged finger is
unable to type the letters "o" or "l". Some
have, unfortunately, fooled the
spell-checker).

The Beyond Bree Awards

Church Notices

The Beyond Bree Awards have been moved
to 19:30 Sunday in room G63.

Ed Meskys is looking for people to join him
for Catholic Mass tomorrow (Sunday).
Please leave him a message on the Voodoo
board.

Award for Best Chips

John Howe
John Howe apologises that he won't be able
to attend, due to pressure of work. He
hopes we are having a wonderful time.

Programme Changes
Laura Head Morris, Tolkien and the Art of
the Ordinary will be at 9.00 on Sunday in
G63.

~currifou.s ne-w-.s ?

"I haven't seen anyone kissing anyone ...
But I know someone who wants to be
kissed!" (The speaker would not reveal
who).

David Emerson Tolkien and Moorcock will
be on Sunday at 14.00 in 570.

A large print version, and a text version for Braille machines of this
newsletter are available. Please ask at the Conference Office (room
510).
Saturday 14th July 2005

News
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Edition 12th: Saturday Afternoon Gust)

Room Move
All activities from
room 644 have now
been relocated to room
for
Saturday afternoon.
~ ' the editor (that's not a verb).

A large print version, and a text version for Braille machines of this
newsletter are available. Please ask at the Conference Office (room
510).
Saturday 13th August 2005

News
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Edition 13th: slightly later on Saturday
Afternoon
Aston Cafe Bar (6th floor)
We are allowed in the Aston Cafe Bar. The
one with the notice "staff only" on the door.
The catering staff have now been
re-informed that we are not students, and
are allowedin there. It has cider. Anyone
passing and able to bring the editor a
half-pint will be hugged!

Oxford Tours Tickets Available
Due to cancellations, there are a few places
now available for the Oxford Tour. These
will go to the first people to come and pay
for a place at the conference office.

Paper postponed
Due to illness, Nataliya Oryschchuk will not
be able to deliver her paper at 1.30 today.
She is intending to give it when she is
better: the time and place will be announced
in a later newsletter.

Yet more problems with time and
space
Eagle-eyed (but eagle-less) critics from the
Reduced Silmarillion Company point out
that today is the 13th, not the 14th, and the
month is August not July.

Voodoo Board
Please remember to check the Voodoo
Board - this is the way that Conference
Organisers and friends will get in touch
with you. The Voodoo Board is between the
Art Show and the Dealers Room.

Lost a Badge? Found a Badge?
If you have lost your badge, you can
probably pick it up from the Conference
Office.
If anyone finds a badge, they should bring it
to the Conference Office.

~currilou~ :ne-w~ ?

Golfimbul (rabbit wanted!)
Golfimbul will take place on the green
outside the Sacks of Potatoes at 10pm. We
need a Rabbit! Offers of rabbits to Gary
Hunnewell via the Voodoo Board.
Questions such as "what the heck is
Golfimbul???" via the same route.

Stewards Needed for Dealers'
Room this Evening
The dealers' room will be open until 9pm
this evening. Stewards are needed!!!

I have been asked for an update on the
thesis I'm
neglecting: it's
about wall
anchors (Dutch:
muurankers).
Here is one.
(The salacious
bit is the neglect A B .'/ Wa ll r'
- don't tell my
supervisor!).
""

/2

@J'dt, the editor

A large print version, and a text version for Braille machines of this
newsletter are available. Please ask at the Conference Office (room
510).
Saturday 13th August 2005
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Edition 14th: even later on Saturday Afternoon
Tolkien Quiz

Lost and Found

The works of art from the quiz will be on
display in the Art Show (room 504) .

A black jumper and a poster-map of
Middle-earth have been (independently)
lost. If you find them (or anything else)
please bring it to the conference office.

And the winners are .. ..

In Reviol Noir (29 points). Runners up:
Crickhollow (26 points)
Arthedain (22 points)
Bedrich Hrozny (16 points)
Joint fifth: The Three Hunters and Revenge
of the Noldor (15 points)
Unquendor 14 points) .
Swords of St. Piron (11 points)
Ederessea (5 points).

Timetable Changes
Thomas Fornet-Ponse Different concepts
of evil in The Lord of the Rings will be in
Room G63, Sunday 13:00.
John R.R. Christie, Galadrhremmin
Ennorath has now been extended: 16:00 to
17:00 in Room, 644, Sunday
Carolina Gomez Lagerlof Food in
Middle-earth has moved, in consequence, to
13:00 - 14:00. Room 644, Sunday.

Middle-earth collectable card
game

Dwimorberg, from the Quiz

Extra Artists' Signings
Alan Lee and other artists will be holding
and additional signing session on Saturday
at 8pm in the Foyer.

When will the Dealers' room
close?

There will be an introduction to MeCCG at
8pm on Saturday in the Cafe La(r)go on the
Sixth Floor (if the door is locked, you can
still get in if you go up the stairs or lift in
the corner.
~currifou.Y ne'W'.Y correction/

The Euro-lovers (no reference to coins)
would have it be known that they have been
kissing, and will be happy to kiss again,
anywhere this is wanted.

{[j}5dt , the editor

The Dealers' room will close for the evening
at 6pm on Saturday.

A large print version, and a text version for Braille machines of this
newsletter are available. Please ask at the Conference Office (room
510).
Saturday 13th August 2005
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Edition 15th: Saturday Evening
Left Luggage

might get more reliable information from
the University.

There will be a left luggage room operating
on Monday, and possibly on Sunday, but we
don't have confirmation of location yet.

Heathrow / BA situation

Train times
New Street to Birmingham International,
Sunday
Depart
Arrive
'0.10
'0.38
'8.15
'7.50
'9.07
'8.30
And then at .50 and .30 through the day,
and .20 from 12.20.

New Street to Euston
Sunday
Depart
Arrive
'8.45
'11.23
'9.03
'12.00
Further train times on this route are
available at Conference Office.

The BBC is currently advising that the
chaos may continue until Monday.
Print-out from the web, including advice for
passengers, is displayed in the Conference
Office (room 508).

Lost and Found
A notebook has been found .....

Mythopoeic Images
Bonnie (GoodKnight) Callahan has brought
two CDs of (a) photographs from the history
of the Mythopoeic Society (b) Art by
Callahan of Inklings Subjects, including
some rare early art depicting Charles'
Williams works. Bonnie hopes that they
may be viewed at some point during the
Sunday Afternoon programming in Room
570 between 15:00 and 18:00.

Big Things: an explanation
Monday Train Times will be in the next
newsletter.

Taxis

Apparently, mentioning the Big Things in
your State was part of conversation for US
service personnel. The British don't do this
(the guide alleges this is because there is
nothing Big in Britain).

There is a taxi rank outside the main
building, but if you need to book one, we've
grabbed some numbers from the web and
put them in the conference office. You

A large print version, and a text version for Braille machines of this
newsletter are available. Please ask at the Conference Office (room
51 0) •
Saturday 13th August 2005

Welcome to the Costume Extravaganza
Before we start please pay attention to the following security and safety announcements.

enceR ffiaggie
Flash photography is not permitted at any time during the Extravaganza. We
have asked the participants to return to the stage for a photo-call at the end of
the event, and copies of the Catalogue will be for sale as you leave.
Please respect the contributors by remaining seated and not talking during their
performances.
Please turn off your Palantirs, Mobile Phones, or any other long-distance communication
devices.
Emergency exits are situated here, here and here at the back of the theatre and on the other
side. In the event of an emergency please exit in an orderly fashion, and follow any
instructions given by the Stewards.
In the event of a sudden drop in pleasure, laughing gas masks will descend fo1m the ceiling.
Pull the mask towards you, put it over your nose and mouth and continue to breath normally.
Please fit your own mask before attempting to help others.
In case of an emergency landing on water, and only then, emergency kits will be found under
your seat. Each kit contains a horn
[FX] Beep
and a file

demonstration of nail file
no, Phial

demonstration of Phial

that's better ... to attract attention.
Take special note of the Brace Position which our representative from Manwe Air will now
demonstrate. In the event of an emergency the pilot may ask you to assume this position by
giving the command "Brace, Brace". Let's practice
Brace, Brace
Thank you very much for your patience.
Now let the Extravaganza commence.

Welcome to the Peoples of Middle earth.

The Costume Extravaganza attracted a member of the Valar, a number of Maier including
assorted Wizards, many Elves, representations from the race of Men, some Hobbits, an
Entwife, no less than two Tom Bombadils, one accompanied by Goldberry, the Lord of the
Nazgul, and one bird which was later delivered by four chefs as "Oven ready Elwing"!

News
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Edition 16th: Sunday Morning

Alan Lee has kindly agreed to re-present his
talk . Priority will be given to those who
queued for the first session, but could not
get in. 644 today, Sunday, 12 noon.

translation of LoTR, the first translation
ever. We invite you all to come to Holland
and celebrate this special occasion with us.
For more information, please check our
website: www.unquendor.nl or send an
email to lustrum@unquendor.nl.
Preregistration will open soon.

Programme Change

Extravaganza Thank-you!

Nataliya Oryshchuk is recovered, and will
present her paper Tolkien and Alexander
Grin, two post-romantic literary "cults" in
the USSR and post-Soviet Russia in Room
517, Sunday 12 noon.

I am sure you will join me in thanking all
those who presented at the Costume
Extravaganza last night, and those who
made it happen by their backstage work.

Alan Lee to repeat his
presentation!

Lost and Found
A watch has been found .
Mike Foster has lost a green ballpoint
pantograph pen of great sentimental value.
Please leave him a note on the Voodoo
board, or bring it to the Conference Office.
Lost: a grey Samsung mobile phone.

International Tolkien Fellowship
The International Tolkien Fellowship will
meet in 652 (at 21.00) on Sunday.

Heathrow / BA situation
No change - this morning's BBC reportage
is in the Conference Office (room 510).

Like Birmingham? Want More?
From 9-11 June 2006 Unquendor, the Dutch
Tolkien Society will celebrate its 25th
Anniversary and 50 years of the Dutch

As a small "thank you", the committee is
giving each of you (front stage or back
stage) with a copy of the Extravaganza
booklet. Please come to the conference
office for your copy (or refund!).
~curnlcu.s Overheards
"Oh good, wine! I was having to drink
spirits, and you can't get drunk on those".
''You can't come in with a glass of wine: go
away and come back when you are drunk".
"No, you've got it wrong, Me mother, You
teenager!"
"C is trying to corrupt M. But it's going
rather slowly!"
~

, the editor

(you may have noticed a reduction in typos many thanks to my volunteer
proof-readers!)

A large print version, and a text version for Braille machines of this
newsletter are available. Please ask at the Conference Office (room
510).
Saturday 13th August 2005
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Edition 17th: Sunday at Noontide
International Tolkien Fellowship

Train times

The International Tolkien Fellowship will
meet in 652 (at 21.00) on Sunday. The ITF is
a meeting of Societies with common
intentions.

New Street to Birmingham In ternational,
Sunday
Depart
Arrive
'5.30
5.39
6.14
6.03
And then roughly every ten minutes
throughout the day.

International Aid Request
Does anyone have a plug adapter (US to UK
or NZ to UK) for two hours - please contact
Anne Buchmann via the Voodoo Board.

Sleeping Aid Request
Please could everyone in A block of
Lakeside be VERY Quiet tonight, as a
young 2005er had no sleep last night, has a
long journey tomorrow, and school on
Tuesday.
I bet there are a fair few people who will
still have hangovers, and will appreciate the
quiet, too, even though they don't deserve it.

Progress Reports
If you are missing any of the first four
progress reports please come to the
conference office and collect any you did not
rec1eve.

Check-out Time
Both Lawrence Tower and Lakeside expect
people to be out of rooms by 9.30 am. A left
luggage room will be arranged, and
announced in the Newsletter.

New Street to Euston
Sunday
Depart
'5.30
'6.10
'6.40
'7.00
'7.15
'7.30

Arrive
7.08
'7.50
.8.09
'8.39
'8.45
'9.01

Then on the hour and half hour, until

I Depart

I Arrive
22.04

Then they are on the half hour and .51
mins: last train is 23:00.

~currifous, moi ?

~ I , the editor
(From an instruction book for US service me n
in 1942: do not criticise the British for having
old taxis. They are too busy making tanks for
Russians to make taxis)

Lost and Found
Two pairs of glasses have been found.

A large print version, and a text version for Braille machines of this
newsletter are available. Please ask at the Conference Office (room
510).
Sunday 14th August 2005
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Edition

18th:

Sunday Afternoo n

Auction

Left Luggage

The Auction (8 pm Room 652) has some
wonderful books, games, artwork and other
stuff in it. One h ighlight is a Tolkien 2005
T-sh irt sign ed by t h e guests . Another is a
sign ed print by Alan Lee.

Room G28 will be the Left Luggage Store.
It will be open on Monday:
8. 30 to 9.30 am
12 to 12.15 pm
3 to 3.15 pm
5 to 5.30 pm
Deposits/wi thdrawals will NOT be possible
at any other times, UNLESS people are
pr epared to steward it - please volunteer at
the conference office.

I The Tolkien Collector
~currilou.s lieli'aviour results

Singing
Singing with Merry, Pete, a guitar, and
Gaylondiel will take place in Cafe La(r)go at
11.30 on Monday.

from not having
the knowledge (coincidenta lly not found in
an instruction book for US servicemen in
1942) that Ginger Wine (14%) is not to be
confused with Ginger Beer (0% - 2%) or
Ginger Ale (0%)
~ , the editor
and the usual cast of thousands

A large print version, and a text version for Braille machines of this
newsletter are available. Please ask at the Conference Office (room

51 O}.

Sunday 14th August 2005
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Edition 19th: Sunday Evening
Not Quite Ready?
A rumour has it that the Not Quite Ready
for Mythcon Players will be As Ready as
They Ever Will Be at a point convenient for
those who went to the auction and those
who are going to the Lord of the Goons
Show - i.e. shortly after 9, shortly before
9.30.

Wot! No Beer?
The Sacks of Potatoes has run out of ale
(apart from Banks' Mild and bottled beers).
They have also run out of Cider (Oh, woe!!!)

Wot! No Clothes?
It has been suggested that the next Tolkien
Society Seminar should consider "Erotic
Literature based on the Works of J.R.R.
Tolkien", and should perhaps take place in
Brighton.

Left Luggage will be in the Lakeside
Centre. It will be open from breakfast
(7am) until 5pm, on Monday, and from
breakfast until 1pm on Tuesday.

Card Needed
Obi Wan Baggins needs someone with a
credit card to book a coach to Paris today
(Sunday) - Obi will give you cash
immediately.

SF Edwards
You left your bag in G63 - please collect it
from the Convention Office.

Welcome back!
I am delighted to be meeting people again I
last saw in 1992. A person who is at his first
Tolkien Society event since 1991 is curious:
is his gap the longest?

Programme
D.C. Rapier's paper at 13.30 on Monday,
Room 6444 will last one hour, rather than
the advertised half-hour.

Tolkien's Birmingham
Birmingham Central library is running a
seminar on Tuesday morning, 9.30 - 12.30.
There is a charge of £10 to cover
refreshments and materials to take away.
Please meet at the library entrance,
Chamberlain Square (next to Town Hall,
Council House, and Museum) at 9.25.

Last night it was noted that many men
wanted to try out Pippin's helmet, while
only one woman wanted to touch it.
~

, the editor

and the usual cast of thousands
(From an instruction book for US servicemen
in 1942: do not ask women wearing medals if
they got them for knitting socks)

Left Luggage - Change of Room -

A large print version, and a text version for Braille machines of this
newsletter are available. Please ask at the Conference Office (room
510).
Sunday 14th August 2005

On Sunday, two coaches set out for Oxford. On arrival the passengers were divided into six
different tour routes. The pictures follow the route taken by Matthew and Linda and are as
follows: Merton College, Christ Church, lunch, Bridge of Sighs, the Crypt at St. Edmund's
Hall, Exeter College, The Eagle and Child and the cemetery.

Our thanks go to all the tour guides, Matthew, Linda, Sophia, Kathryn, Marco, Anna, Maria,
Aram, Nicolay and Colin, who are all members of Taruithom, the Oxford Tolkien Society.

*************************

0Rc:\mc:\cisc:\cion o~ pc:\Rrs o~ rhe BBC Rc:\dio 4
c:\dc:\prc:\cion o~ Lhe LoRd o! che R_jngs
Performed by The Cambridge Tolkien Society

On
Sunday
morning
The
Cambridge Tolkien
Society,
performed their adaptation of the
BBC radio 4 dramatisation of The
Lord of the Rings by Brian
Sibley.
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Edition 20th: Monday Morning
Left Luggage

Lost and Found

The closing ceremony will end in time for
you to pick up your luggage in the Lakeside
Suite.

A blue cloth of Taruithorn has been found in
G63.
A pair of spectacles have been lost.

Auction

Programme

£833.10 was raised at the Auction. This will
be used to purchase new items for the
archive.

Denis Bridoux's paper (Chance, Fate,
Openess of Mind and Inner Heart, 15:00,
room 570) has unfortunately (and ironically)
had to be cancelled.

Enjoyed Tolkien 2005?
Then you will be very welcome in Holland
next year. Booking forms for Gouden
Woorden (Lustrum 2006) are now available
in the Foyer. This is an English-language
event. Come and see what the Dutch do
with hundred-and-thousands! (Not the same
as the British, nor the Australians).

Overheards
At Golfimbul: "Stop chatting on your
palantir, and bowl!"

Enjoyed Tolkien 2005?
Want to continue talking with Tolkien fans
and scholars from around the world? Want
to meet up with some of the nicest people
every couple of months?
Why not join the Tolkien Society
Committee? There is, in particular, an
opening for a Membership Secretary please talk to Trevor if you want to know
more!

Cricket

Mellyn edhellen!

Speaking of Golfimbul, the cricket score is
pinned up in the Conference Office.

Zainab (Chief of Security) would like to
share her Sindarin teaching materials with
you, and has a copy of Salo's book for you to
"try before you buy" - please catch Zainab in
the conference office, and she will arange to
chat with you at a mutually convenient
point.

She wants it, my precious!
If anyone knows where Christine
Davidson's birthday card - last seen at the
room party on Saturday night - has ended
up , please let the conference office know!
Thanks!

~ ' the editor +1000 kind souls

A large print version, and a text version for Braille machines of this
newsletter are available. Please ask at the Conference Office (room
510).
Sunday 14th August 2005

News
liein3 aprolialify thrice -daily liu{Jet ofscurrilou s hearsay,
andvery important injonnationjrom Jo/£;,en .2005

Edition

21st:

Monday at Noon

Not the Proceedings
Sarah Wells (see, I can learn from my
mistakes!!!) is editing The Proceedings.
Please send her your paper if you haven't
already done so (she hasn't asked for a
reminder, so I'm guessing she may have
them all now).
A Souvenir Book is being published.
And there will also be a "Not the
Proceedings", probably published on
CD-ROM which will contain the News and
other stuff.
PLEASE GIVE OR SEND ME YOUR
OTHER STUFF, including, but not limited
to:
• Photographs
• Memories
• Scripts for entertainments
• Award winners
email: archives@tolkiensociety.org
I'll not do anything with it until I've had you
sign a copyright licence ... I did intend to
sort that out here, but speed-reading Garth
Nix while writing the Newsletter took all
my time.

Left Leaflets
If you have leaflets or displays in the foyer ,
please take them away before the closing
ceremony: anything remaining will be
thrown into the recycling bin.

Lost Property

Thank you to the Office
volunteers
If you volunteered
in the office, please
could you come
back for one last
onerous task: help
us eat the
chocolates!!

The Swan
Effect
The conference organisers have, at points,
been suffering from the Swan Effect. This
effect means that you feel that you are
paddling like the blazes against a strong
tide, and getting nowhere. What you don't
know is that to everyone but the minnows,
you look absolutely serene.
~currifous ~w-s

A certain scholar of impropriety not only fell
asleep (he alleges) on the job of heckling the
Return of the King, but did so across the
bosom of a glamorous young committee
member. We should have filmed it.

r!Jl5dt, the editor, numerous contributors, a
dozen proof-readers, Christopher Kreuzer
(photographs - or, at least, the in-focus ones)
and a tolerant husband who didn't complain
too much that the editor was always late for
dinner.

Please collect all lost property from the
conference office!
The

f,G)

End

A large print version, and a text version for Braille machines of this
newsletter are available. Please ask at the Conference Office (room
Monday 15th August 2005
510).

On Monday morning those who were frequenting the cafe, were treated to an unprogrammed
item of impromptu singing.

The Closing Ceremony
All good things come to and end and this was no
exception.
As many people as possible
crammed into the Warwick room for the closing
ceremony.

Each International Society was named and
thanked for their participation, as were the
guests.

A presentation was made to Andre and Cheryl, from
Aston for all their considerable help during the event.

At the Opening Ceremony the first verse of The Road
Goes Ever On was read. We were delighted to be able to
have the last verse sung for us at the Closing Ceremony
by Paul Smith.

After Paul's wonderful rendition, the orgamsmg committee were treated to an amazing
standing ovation, something I'll never forget.

Qeturn of the Qin3
Cclcb,ating Tolkien in iOli
Loughborough, Warwickshir~t UK

16th -20 th Au~~st 2012-~ _~-_.,
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